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T7 was frequently the Practiſe of the Ancient s to 
B repeat large Panepyricks at the Tombs of thaſe 
L who were nobly defcended ; whilſt others of an 
mferiour Rank and Quality were laid ap in their 
Graves with a becoming Silence. And i ſuch a {i- 
lent manner my late dear Child had been Interr'd, 
but that I hoped,by venting of my melancholy Thought s 
in this nature, to eaſe myſelf a I1ttle of that Burthen 
of Sorrow, which the ſad occaſion of ber Death had 
laid upon me. I need not now inform you, that theſe 
following Reflettions were Compos'd and Preach'd, 
whilſt 1 labour d under unſpeakable Difficulties both 
of Thought and Speech ; and tho I muſt own they are 
imperfett, yet, by being made publuck, they may chance 
to prove the bappy Occaſion of more perfett Produttt- 
ons, in pacifying the Minds of thoſe that mourn 
for the Dead. And whilſt I thus ſtudy for your 
Spiritual Good, T hope to reap that Peace at the 
laſt which the World cannot give. That 
we may all rve together, to God's Glory, and Ho= 
nour, and Praiſe, 15 the Prayer of 


Your moſt Aﬀe&tionate Friend, 


WILLIAM OFF LET. 
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Jos I. 21, 


The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 


Moneſt all the Chriſtian Virtues, 
thereis none ſo general and com- 
prehenfive in 1ts nature, ſo great 
and excellent in its worth and dignity, 
as Love; that Divine Fire, which warms 
the Paſſions, and cloſely unites the At- 
fections of Men, ſo that they are hap- 
pily inſtructed in the knowledge of this 
Trath, That there is nothing pleaſes God more, 
nor advances the bonour of Chriſtianity, than the 
free exerciſe of Picty and Charity, which we all 
are bound to expreſs one towards another, This 
Flame, (whatever Orders and Degrees 
of Chriſtians it reacheth) never fails to 
kindle and quicken ſuch holy Defires, 
which incline them to be merciful, tender 
Pearted, ready to pity the Afficted, and lament 

A 2: their 
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their Misfortunes, eſteeming them as 
their own, fince they are common, and. 
may be felt (if it pleaſe God) by all 
Mankind at one time or another. This 
undiflembled Paſſion of Loze more eſpe- 
cially nouriſheth, and ſupports that na- | 
tural Aﬀection,which Parents entertain _ 
for their Children: The like was che- | 

_riſh'd to a high degree in the Heart of 
Father Face ; of ſuch importance was 

Gen.44.30.hiS LOVE, that we read ys Soul was bound up = 

in the life of his Child; {o. that when the 
Thread of that darling Life harpens to 
be broken, and the Child die, then the 

lad Parent, by natural conſequence, 
will bur{t forth into Tears, and with the 
mournful Prophet complain, faying, 
My Soul melteth, yea, droppeth (as the marg1- 
nal Note 1s) for beavineſs : ſtrengthen Thou 
me, O my God, according unto thy Ward. 

And now, in this days ſore tryal and 
humiliation both of my Soul and Body: 
whilſt, with Fob, I am become a mournful 
Father, for the loſs of all that Innocen- 


CY 
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cy and promifing Virtue which ſo late- 
ly liv'd, and began to bloſſom, in the 
Infant-Acions and Inclinations of Her, 
who lies here dead before us; Icarnelt- 
ly beg of God the gift of Patience, which 
7b manifeſts he was indu'd with in the 
day of his Viſitation, by theſe words 
which I have read unto you, and are 
now made the Subject of my melan- 
choly Meditations. 

In this Chapter of my Text you may 
read at large a Catalogue of thoſe ma- 
ny Miſeries which befel both a great 
and a holy Man ; and tho' ill News com- 
poleth almolt every Verſe of it, and 
{ſuch a Deluge of Sorrow broke infuri- 
ouſly upon him, ſo that it clean {wept 
away all his well-gotten'Subſtance and 
Encreaſe, yet you will not find that Fob 
exprels'd any Concern, for he held his 
| Peace, and {pake nothing ; he kept {1- 
:1ence, tho' certainly (according to the 
meaſure of our own natural and human 
Conceptions) it was Pain and Grief to 

| hin. 
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him. But when the laſt Meſſenger ar- 
rivd in {uch haſte, that he ſeemd toin- 
5+ +16 18, TEXXUPE the former while be Ws Jet ſpeaking, 
1.9, Andacquainted Job with the vioient and 
{udden Death of his 59ns and Dazghters, 
Then fob aroſe, and rent his Mantle,ond ſhaved 
his Head, and fell down upon the ground and war- 
fhipped, and ſaid, Naked came I out of my 1o- 
ther s Wamb, and naked jball T return thither : 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away 

| Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, 
| Theſe words our holy Church has 
 SetteOf- Jong f1nCce 1nJoyn'd t0 be read, as often 
ial. aSWe Mournersenter this ſacred place, to 
perform theſe Chriſtian Offices, and fo- 
lemnize the Funerals of the Dead. 
And whatſoever impreſſions they may 
Chance to make upon you that hear 
me this day ; molt certain is it. that they 
naturally confine me to conſider theſe 
tollowing particulars, if forrow (which 
lieth hard upon my Sprr:ts) {hall at pre- 

lent give leave. 


Y-;'39« 


alt 


J 
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1{t, What it was the Lord gave me. 


2dly, What it 8that He hath taken awny 
from me. 


2dly, I ball endeavour to ſhow, that it is 
my Duty, at this time in particular, and 
Tours alſo ingeneral, under all Sufferings 
and Troubles, to Bleſs the Name of the 
Lord. 


The firſt Particular conſiderable is, 
What it was the Lord gave me. And this Re: 
fleCtion inan inſtant ſeems to rouze up 
and revive my heavy Soul, whillt my 
willing Thoughts fly backwards, and I 
am carried along, as it were, in a plea- 
fing Dream, (for, alas, 'tis no better) to 
_ review my Dear Babe, adorn'din herfir{t 
Attire, when ſhe was wrapped in Swaaddling- 
Clothes, a Child of a ſpan long. Then did the 
Lord make me agl/ad Father of a lovely Child ; 
pardon me if 1 tranſ{grels in her Chara- 
_ Cer, fince Natural Loveobliges me thus 
publickly-to acknowledge, that ire Has 

the 
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the joy of my Heart. In the fortunate 
day of her B:rth, Thad reaſon, yea, great 
reaſon, to proclaim the -excellency of 
God's Gift to me, and with admiration 

to cry out, Lo, Children are an Heritage of 
the Lord, and the Fruit of the Womb 1s his Re= 


1.4. ward: As the Arrows are m the band of a migh- 
- . tyman, fo are Children of Touth : Happy is the 


man that bath b1s Qutoer full of them ; they ſhall 
not be aſham'd, but they ſhall ſpeak with the Ene- 
mes in the Gate. Ts 
Such a deep and religious {enfe had 
the Pſalmiſt of God's Mercy,in giving 
to Parents a numerous and happy Ott- 
Spring,being warm himſelf with Pater- 
nal Afetton, all'd with Bowels of Mercy 
and Tenderneſs, he could not refrain 
his Tears, when he wept in the bitter- 
neſs of his very Soul, for the death of 
his Son, tho' he was {lain in oper Hoſtzlity 
and unnatural Rebellion again{t him, who 
was both Is Father and b1s King, which 
render d the Rebel doubly odious in 3 feght of 
Goa; the manner of David's mourning 


you 


perform'd for bis Child. 
you have recorded in tnele words; O 
my $12 Abſolom, my Son, my Son Abſolom 
would God T bad dird for thee, O Abſolom, m 
Son, my Jon. 

Nothing fo ſweet as the Breath of my Child, 
the Heathen could ſay ; and the Chriſlian 
may well athrm, That Children ought 
to be as dear to their Parents as their 
own Lives: they are the bountiful Gifts 
of Heaven, and recommend themſelves 
toour Fatherly Careand Protection by 
many reſpects. 

xt, Eecaule no leſs a Perlonthan the 
Fternal Gov gives us them, that wemay 
not want a Bleſhng, whereby His All- 

la”ing Mcrcies may be continually had 
in remembrance ; whilſt we train up 
Cur i hildren in His fear, and to His 
olory. Every Gift of Gocl is good, a 
SON, Ora Davghter, none of the leaſt, 
and therefore ought to be of great price 
CO Us. 

24/y, Children ought to be dear to us, 
in reſpect that they are thoſe hopeful 

B Llants 
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Plants, which are growing up to the 
future diſtinction of Fannlies, tne ho- 
nour of Houſes, the maintenance and 
continuance of this tranſitory World ; 
for they are thoſe in whom we may 
hereafter live, tho' we are dead and ga- 
ther'd to our Fathers. Our Children 
are Partakers of our Fle!h and Blood ; 
divine Fruit ; the pleafant and familiar 
Companions of our Joy and Comfort 
in times of Proſperity ; and when the 
Cloud of Adverhity breaks, and. pours 


down upon us, they ( happy Innocents, 
whoſe Minds never feel any impreſſions 
of Trouble, and therefore can {port 
and laugh in the midft of danger, and 
do more than their Fathers, by outbra- 
ving the fury of it) {erveto leſſen our 
fears and tormenting apprehentions of 


Ruine,whillt they divert our Thoughts 
by many pretty endearing Actions and 
Expreſſions, which we both perceive 


and hear. 


zdly, 


perforntd for his Child, 
2ly, A third reſpect, whereby our 
Children challenge our beit Care and 
Tendernels, is, Becauſe they tree 7h: 
Wife of our Boſom from boing call d Barren 
or Unfrutful, And how great a Mercy 
this 15, the {acred Records of the Law 
abundantly inform us ; for, under the 
72wiſh Oeconomy and Diſpenfſation, we 
find, that Barrennels was looic'd on as 4 
+ ſevere Curle, both to the Farth and her 
+ Tnhabitants. Thus much David inti- 
» mates, where he ſaith, That God turns 1 
» fruttful Land into barrenneſs ; and the rea- 
; ſon there given 18, Becauſe of the Wickedneſs 
; of them that dwell thercun 
The Affliction of being Barren was fo 
infamous, that Rachael cries out, Gre me' Gen. 50, 1. 
Children, or elſe I dye : SO earneſt of ancient 
days, in tne fr{t Ages of the World, 
were the Peoples deitires to have Sons 
and Dazghters, that they might become 
Narſrs Fatiers and Nurſing ilotyers 1 the 
Farth. And 'tisnot to be denied, but 
chat the ſame /onging Deſire dwells to tais 
B 2 day 
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day in us, who are Partakers of the fame 
Corruptions, and are as {ubject as any 
that have liv'd before, to have our Pal= 
fions increaſe, and our Defires to be in- 
larged, and grow importunate about 

_ the attainment of that Bleſſing which 
Nature prompts us to, and takes plea-- 
{ure in. 

It was that bleſſed Child (whoſe Body 
we nw weep over, whillt her infant and 
pure Soul is return'd to God, and pre- 
ſented at his Throne by the Hands of 
Angels, who rejoice to behold ſo much 
Innocence, ſo Heavenly, and agreeable 
to their own.) that God gave me, for her 
{ake, that her Memory may be laſting, 
I labour to perform | oh! thatI could 
do greater things for her | this laſt fa- 


cred Ofhce: Which leads me to con- 
fider, 


2dly, What it is God hath taken away 


from me. 


 Youall are ſenſible, my Friends, that 
God 
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God hath taken away from me that Child, which 
He not * loag fince was pleas'd to give. 
Methought it was fome ſort of Com- 
fort (if there 1s any 1{uch thing to be 
enjoy d whillt we {tand on the Brink 
of a Grave, and commend the Bodies of our 
Friends to Puſt and Aſhes) to treat of my 
firit Particular, which employ'd my 
Thoughts upon what the Lord pave me ; 
A Child, (I cannot forbear to repeat the 
Bleſſing, tho' I am in ſorrow bereft of 
it) A Daughter, dear tome; and1I have 
reaſon to think {he was beloved of all 
you, who.were known unto her, and 
acquainted with her good Nature. 
But tho' the Love of her Father, and 
truly tender and affectuunated Mother, and 
the Kindaeſs of many of you. here 
preſent, was ſo great, and often ex- 
preſs d towards her; yet ſurely ihe was 
more belov'd of God, fit for His Ever- 
laſting Kingdom, for of ſuch it 75 com- 
posd ; And therefore God bath taken her 

ami; 


* Born 
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7way; the Blofiom {carce appearing, is 
cut OF, and blaſted by the Breath of 
the Almighty's Diipleaſure, Who for 
our Sins 1s difpleaſed with us. God 
* never puniliheth his Creatures : but. 
when He is provok'd by their Impie- 
ty ; this kindles the Wrath of the Lord again; 
1s People, infomach that He once abborred h1s 
own Inheritance. And now, O'Lord, with 
the Prophet we may juſtly cry out; 
Bebold, Thou art wroth, for we bave funned ; 
yea, thy Wrath and Indignation lieth 
hard upon us, for thou haſt cauſed the 
Sun of our Only Daughter to go down. 
into. the lowelt degrees of darkneſs 
Cre it was ſcarce riſea: She was. ( as 
ſes expreſlerh 1t in Iis Prayer) flouriſh- 
:ng in the Morning, but at Noon day (ere 
1995.6. the bvening Came ) ſpe was cur down and 
Porn be- wither d; tor, about the lame time of 
4 woof [he Day that ſhe drew Ker Firſt Breath: 
en in this Lite, {ne fed and breatb'd forth 
ang died be: ner ] a{t. | | 


tweenthe 


tame hours. And 


perform d for hs Child. 


And now {O ye my Friends) is a re- 
hearfal of all my Sorrow nothing to 
you that hear it? Yea; I am {ure, 
that many of you cannot with-hold 
your Tears, nor conceal your Trou- 
ble, whillt in the calamitous Afi 
which has {o lately befallen me and 
mine, you ſadly review your own. 
You (unhappy Fathers with myſelf! ) 
who have heretofore yzen afflicted with 
the loſs of your Children, muſt needs 
this day call to remembrance your 
former Grief, when your Bowels did yearn 
towards your Children, and they which you 
delighted in were taken away from 
you. And you (tender Mothers) who 
bore ſo much beautiful Fruit, which you 
had pluckt off from you, and earried 
to tac Grave long fince, cannot for- 
bear this day calling to mind your 
Travailing in Pain, and with Her, that is 
now 18 the Houſe of Mourning, a forrowful 


Vothcr. 
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Mither, to lament for the Dead Now, 
through the Veil and Cloud of my ow; 
Sorrow, T can ſee the eftects of Sadneſs 
in many of your Countenances, whiltt 
you think on the Death of your Fa- 
thers and Mothers, Husbands and Wives, 
Sons and Dazghters, Friends and Arquain= 
tance, who areiaromb'd and laid up in 
the Graves, ( tboſe devouring Sepultbres ) 
which We are all rear unto: and tho' 
they are now in outward appearance 
adornd, and Flowers and Graſs (the Em- 
blems of Life in the Morning, and the 

Repreſentatives of Death in the Even- 
ing) flouriin together thereon; yet 
there is rottennels within ; for under- 
neath lies Death in all its ghaſtly 
Pomp ; Your Frieads Bones dry, 
and their Bodies crumbled inro their 
primitive Duit. Qus.ca:liag ro mind 
all this, is grievous and wounding, aad 
for this we {ned Tears ; but tho' Kivers 
of Tears ihould raa down from our 


k-yes 
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Eyes into the Graves of the Dead, yet 
they add no quickening moiſture to 
them, who are, in David's fence, turi'd vai. zz 4. 
to the drought of Summer. But Sighs will 
cauſe the Heart to tarob, and Tears 
will ow, tho' they are of no advan- 
tage to the Dead; We cannot be free 
from {uch effects of Sorrow and Hea- 
vineſs, whilit we depofite the Bodies 
of our Friends 1n the Grave, where they 


will be hid from our Eyes, and be no 
more [ecn. hs 


Now my Dear Ch:/4 mult be laid into 
the Grave : This, I confels, is neceila- 
ry, but yet tis wounding to me for to 
take this long farewel: I have no rea- 
{on to expoltulate with my {ad Soul, 
as the Prophet David did, ſaying, by 
art thou ſo caſt down, O my Soul? And why art i. 47. 5: 
tau fo diſquieted within me? "The occatit- 
on of ray heavinels is too viiibie to be 
eaquird into; and in this extremity 


A Cine 
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the only Expedient to be found for re- 
lief, is, for me and my Houle to put our 
Confidence inthe Lord. Put thy Trult, bope 
thou in God, was David's Counſel to his 
troubled Soul :; and that's the fureſt 
Way, there is none like unto it ; for 
when we are. bereavd of our Kendred 
and Friends, by truſting in God, we are 
ſupported, and kept from murmur- 
ing and repining at the Misfortunes 
which befal us. Which prepares the 
Way, in the third and lalt place, for 
me to endeavour to ihew, 


| That 1t 15 my Duty, at this time in partt= 
cular, and Yours alſo in general, under all 


Sufferings and Troubles, to Bleſs the 
Name of the Lord. 


It is certain, that amongſt all the 
Miſeries incident to us in this Life, 


Grief is the tharpeſt, the only eſſential 
Evil, which is moft felt : And whilft 


any 
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any of us {truggle, and groan under 
the Chains and Preitures thereof and 
altogether ſubject ourſelves to _ 
Rule and Corum ent of our ow 
natural Paſlions and BITC ONS, WCAre 

apt to be overcome of Ir ouble, a NG 
caſt down, ready to complain, That ,,, 
God frands afar off, Mr hides himſelf im times 
of Trouble : How long wilt Thou CO God) for- Pl. 13. 1. 
get us for ever ? " How long fpall we take v.z. 
Counſel Nn our Souls, having Sorrow 1n our 
Mearts daily ? Conſider and hear us, O Lord; 
lighten our Eyes, leſt we ſleep the Sleep if 
Death. 

Thus we may perceive, that whilſt 

we reflect upon the Evils which arc 
brought on us, {o as to conſider them 
limply, AS they are in themlelves, we 
are ſoon filld with ftrange Paſlions, 
and wicked Di{truſt of Go 00s Power 
and Mercy, which He © 1 ſhow Thi 
our defence and * MG. Saas when it 
pleaſeth Him, Hence wearc bztray'd 
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to Impaticnace, We grow nuneaſie and 
reſtle(s under our Affictions ; woere- 
25 We ought, in the day of diltrels, 
to conſider, that God's Compaſſions 
fail not thoſe that quietly ſabmir 
themſelves to the juit determinations 
of his Wiſdom and Providence; And. 
notwith{tznding: ſo few Remedies ap= 
| pear to banith and chaſe away the 
Anguith and Pain of a Wounded and 
Contrite Heart, yet GOD contrives. 
Ways and Means to aleviate our wezght ; 
He furniſketh us with Reaſon and A- 
bilities, to direct and {trengthen us un- 
der the {harp Conflict which we meer 
withal, whillt the Sorrows of our Heart 
are many, and Miſery and Woe are in 
our Habitations. And tho all this be 
20W COME UPON us, yet we may Bleſs the 
Name of God, whulſt we conſider with 
ourſelves, 


Firſt, 


Pe rforn'd for his Chil ml R 


- 


Firir, The Reaſon of our being now, or at 


any other Seaſon, ſorely afflicted. 


Trnereis a Common Neceſſity which 
is bcj}onging to, and intaild upon ns, 
vRo are Partakers of the ſame Corru- 
ption, to endure and fall into divers 
Misfortunes ; the greateſt Favourites 

'N =® . 
of Heaven, and the very beſt of God's 
People, nave never yet been known to 
eicape them altogether. 4nd though 
holy David, from the time of his Youth 
to his Oid-age, profeileth, That be never 
ſaw the Rigbteous forſaken, nor bis Seed beo= 
ging Bread : yet he was by Wotul Expe- 
rience ſenſible, that the Troubles of 
the Righteous were many. If ſo be 
then that ſuch are often Wounded, 
and hid in the Grave, and {hare in the 
Common Lot of all thoſe that are 
born in the Flejh, who have Corruption for Ih 15.16 
ther Father, and the Worm for their Iother, 

WRAE 
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«Har reaton have I, or You, above 
Orhers, who are and have been more 
jult and upright in their ways and 
doings, to expect an exemption from 
trouble ? Why ſhould we Parents be 
ofenged, and wirh reluctancy under- 
09 that Sorrow which hath already 
{eizd us, and will, {o long as the 
World abides, continue to wound. 
other Parents in the Fleſh, who may 
be { God knoweth) in every reſpect 
as Unhappy (ere the Sun has run his 
courie this day) as We are in the death 
of my Beloved Child, whoſe Grave is now 
open, and ſhe 1s gong down to the Bars of 
the Pit, where (one time or another) our 
Reſt together ſhall be in the Duſt. 
Secondly, We: map be brought to Bleſs the 
Name of God, by confudering the Fuſtise 
of our being Aﬀented, 
It 184 natural thing ; WY: areail Heirs 
to Trouble, in Sorrow was our Conce- 
Pt3ON ; 
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ption ; and for us to with to be ly 

free from Aftiction, is Inaftice: for, © 

what is more becoming us Chriſtians, 

than patiently ro yield our Necks LO 

the Yoke, and ſubmit ourlſeives to thu 

Laws, the 'Unalteroble Laws, of Our ow! 

frail Condition. We are born to die, the 

one 1S as natural as the other, for Du; 

we are, and to Duſt we ſhall all return. The <3 ** 

time of our departure is uncertain, 

and not to be known by us, but it is 

very {ure; we need not any more In- 

{ſtances to convince us (I hope) of 

Death, and the Diſſolution of our 

Earthly Tabernacle. How many Sons and 

Daughtersin the Fleſh are remember'd 

by us to have died in the Birth, others 

in the Cradle ? How many have juſt begun to 

go, and then ſrumbled, and fell into the Graze, 

from whence there is no 1edempiuon ? Others 

we 1ce are luſty and itrong, and adu- 

vance many Stages farticr ; but let 

the Race be never to long, and the 
num: 
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number of our miſerable days never 
ſo great, yet an end will be put tothe 
former, and the Sum-total of the lat- 


ter will be foon caſt up, and all our 
Thoughts ſhall perijh ; and then in dark- 


neſs and filence ſhall we all be co- 


Rey. 20,12. 


verd, until God awakes us to judg- 
ment; when the Dead (according to 
St. Fobn's Viſion) ſmall and great, fhall 
ſtand before God ; and the Books ſhall be 
opened, and the Dead fhall be judged out of 
thoſe things which are written in the Books, ar- 

cording to their Works. Cn 
Wherefore (my Beloved Brethren, 
Heirs of the {ame Promiſe which Chriſt 
has given us) fince there is ſo much 
Juſtice in the matter of our being «ff- 
ted, whether the Evil be felt in the loſs 
of Infants, of Children, of Touth, of any of 
thoſe that are related in any reſpec to 
us ; let us learn in this our day, that 
if 1s our Duty to undergo with Pari- 
ence tne weight of theſe momentary 
At- 


perſorma for 11s Ld, 


Afiictions, always remembring to Bl:{; 
the Name of the Lord. 


Thirdly, My Duty and Yours, in 
this Caſe, will be further evident, if 
we reflect a little upon that Reaſon 
which God hath given us to conſider, 
That if our Grief (of what nature and 
kind loever it be) continue long, it is 
generally found to be light and mo- 
derate ; and 1o, there is no {uch preſ- 
fing neceſſity (luch as Paſſion often 
begets 1n us) of greatly complaining. 
And put the cale, ( as t was /ately in the 
Sickneſs of my dear Child) if our Miſery be 
violent, and the Feaver, which boils 
up the Blood of a ſcarlet dy, malig- 
nant in all its appearances and attacks 
which it makes on the Body ; why then 
tis obſerv'd to be ſhort, and ſpeedily 
ends either it{elt or the Patient, which 
comes all to one end. It we recover 
our Bodily Strength, and conquer our 

1Dj- 
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Niſeaſe, tnen we have reaſon to Bleſs 
the Name of God: And 1t it happen that 
the D:{enſe carries us. Off, and, we ink. 
and die.nader ,it; thentnote thor ſur- 
vive. are bound to Brfs ie Namewf God, 
for taking us away from the Mierie; 
of this ſinful World, that 'our Souls 


% 


may be hanpy in the Prefence of 


IS 


God. aca 


fortune in this Lite, we ought to con- 


fider, That ir is our Bodies which are 
bara{sd and.worn'out by the Torment 
and Convulfions of it: We ourſelves 
are not offended, for the Offence dimi: 
' niſheth the Excellency andPerfection 
of the thing ; and wemay be ſure, that 
Afiction is 10 far from leflening or di- 
miniſhing, that'on the contrary it ſer- 
veta for a Subject of commendable 
Patience, much more than an entire 
freedom (it there wereany ſuch thing 


here 


perforn'd j0i bis Cold. 
here 11 70 }/orld) from Troabie dot! ; 
and where Lnere 15 more occaſton of 
Commendation, tis certain there 15 
not leſs occaſion of Good If the Po: 
dy (aid none will deny this) be the 
Inſtrumeiir of the Spirit, what reaſoi1 
is there for us to compiain, when tis 
employ d 1a its proper. Ci.ce? The 
Buy 13 mage to adminiſter to, and 
{erve the S-z!; 1o that [hould the Sou! 
afflict itfelf for the Accidents of this 
World, which arreft the Boay, then 
would it appear to wave its Noble 
Privilege, and by {tooping to the ler- 
vice of the Body, perform that which 
it was not deſtinated by GUD ana Ne 
{ure unto. It is poſſible for a Man that 
iS OVer-Curious, and fond of this Worlds 
Goods, to afflict himſelf when they 
miſcarry, and he is ſ{poil'd of thein; 
20t only things of great moment, but 
tac molt trivial inconliderable matcers, 
{erve to encreaſe his Yexation, and 
D-2- raile 
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raiſe his Spleen and Choler, when. 
they periſh, and come to an end. 
But the man that is of an excellent 
Spirit, indu'd with a more noble Sou/ 
and Reputation, regards the: Pleaſures 
of this World as not worth polleſjing, 
at lea{t not worth over-much- Care 
and Sollicitude, either in their enjoy= 
ment or their deſtruction. Such a 
onNe reflects on his Body as but a bor- 
_ rowd Garment, to {et him forth fora. 
ſhort ſeaſon, whilſt he 1s traverſing 
this low and troubleſome Stage of the 
World; whence it is that he ſuffers a/l- 
ibings, endures all things with Chriſtian 
Magnanimity and Patience, Bleſſing and” 
Praifing the Name of God. 
Thus that happy Man, who inures 
and accuſtoms himſelf to feek Con- 
tent 1h his Soul in the time of Tron- 
ble, he 1s- fure to find Eaſe, and not 
to forget that it is his Duty to ſpeak 
well of Goo, at all times, and in all 
Cli- 


perform'd for bis Child. 
*circurſtance3 of Life, whether they - 
'* be joyous or grievous unto him : But 
©when we quit the Example ot the good 
* Man, who is {o patient, thar he feems 
"to rejoice in tne mid{t of 4ffiitions ; 
and we begin to entertain too great 
4 Commerce with the Body, being reſt- 
leſs in our Minds ; then do Griet and 
[Trouble ſoon grow predominant, and 
inſult over us, becauſe we give up the 
Ghoſt, as it were, and are pale with 
» Cowardice, ready to faint away, whilft 
our Joynts {mite each other through 
/Fear and Trembling, at the miſtaken 
- Power of that Aftliction which befals 
:us, which cannot hurt the Soul, tho' it. 
flay the Body. 
. TI would not here-be underſtood, as 
.t we ſhould appear to have no ſente 
of Sorrow, whillt we lie under the {e- 
verity of God's Puniſhments, I/:eping 
and Mourning will accompany usat tuca 
a juncture ; it being impoſtibic tor Na- 


CHEE 
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care (unlets all Aizection be chill'd 

and extinct in her ) to ſponge up or 

congeal trol ſalt Springs and Ebulli- 

1035 which feed and ſupply the Eyes 

; Tears Day and Night. This Paſ: 

{0a, aboveall others, our Bleſſed Lord, 

the Ereraal Samuar of the World, was fil 
led witn, when he arriv'd at the Graze 
j.hn11.35, Of Lazarus, and wep: and groand in himfelf. 
2” The like Paſſion of Love accompanied | 
the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoltles, | 
Martyrs, and Confeſlors ; and in their 
manifeſtation of it, they offended not 
God, WnO hath given unto us natural 
Aitections, aad they will exert them- 
{elves as Occaſion, in this day, {adly 
ofters it{elf. S1zbs, and Groans, and Tears | 
are a vent to our Srrow which we con- 
ccive for the death of our Friends; 
they are not ſuch Inſtances of a de-i 
{ponding and impatient Mind, as [%s 
COnciude tney are; for, even in the 
height of our Tronble (whilſt the 
Tear: 


perform d for bis Child. 


, Tears £2 down and ſcald our Cheei:s 
and tie-ve to darken and diſtract ti 
S107 on the Bouly Eye) WC Hay ( v 511) [1 
\ Gar 7 Bodies and in our Spirits, which are Gol 's 
 glorifie and bleſs His Name, and beg 
of Him, not to {utter us to be this day 
forry (as thoſe without Hope ) for this bappy 
Child, which-i 15 cut off from the Evil ty 
_ come, and (I rrult in GOD) now ſleeps 
BUHRIS Tt: 

What remains then ? But, that We 
treaſure up what has been deliver in 
our Hearts, and conclude with this 
moſt ſuitable Collect of our Cyurca : 


O Almighty God, who out of the Mouths of Caltedt for 
Babes and $ ucklings Daft or Zat; 1 Stre, wth, 7 — 
and madeſt Tnfent's to glorifie Thee by their 
Deaths ; mortifie and kill ill Fices 1n ws, 
and (0 ftrengtben 1 -L Thy Grace, tha jth 
In IBOLONCY of our Lice S, And Lon fo ZHCP of 0:71 
Faith 6321: to Dec..2, we may oe ij on " 


J 
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